Licensed to design

By JENNIFER 4. CLARK

gk George Havgreaves

why he went into the
business and  he'll tell

you of an epiphany on &
mountaintop when he was B,
Ask Lynn Wolll to deseribe her
purpose and she’ll talk sbout
community, people, the cultural
ression  of eity  dwellers,
Others in their profession speak
with passbon about the poetry
emthodied within the contours of

a hill's slope or along a stretch of
un-:l-evelcl d woodland.

artizts?  Painters,

They're

rhnps" Yes and
E}dsmlpp architects, a group of
professionals who sometimes be-
lieve their work goes unrecog-

Landscape architects
shape your environment

nized and unappreciated.

BMuny confuse landscape areki-
fepts with lordseapers, envision-
ing both as suntanned workers
armed with hedge cli and
bags of fertilizer, tending lawns
from spring to fall, Landscape ar-
chiterts are licensed profession-
alz with a range of technical skills
not wnally found among unli-
censed landecapers.

Paul Maue of Mane Associsles
in Andover, oceasionally feels the
sting of misunderstanding. “Peo-

pde think that [ get to ski all win-
ter,” he said, langhing ruefully,
“but most don’t realize that it
takes 12-18 months to plan a big
project. [ love bto sk but you
apend most of the winter design-
ing”

Landscape artists often collab-
orate with other professinal: —
engineers, environmental scien-
um-. architgets — in projects

gf:ng- in size amd focus from

regidential properties to
public parks to Boston's ongoing

Central Artery construction.
Firms may specialize, or deal
with a ramge prnjects,

Havgreave's company. Har-
gresves Assoviates, often focuses
an public parks and college cam-
pusee, but currentiy the eompany
is involved in the planning of the
gite for the (lymples in Sydney,
Australia,

Lynn Wolff Associates colla-
borated with John Copley Asso-
cistes on the dezipn of publie
spaces in Boston, inclueding the
recent renovation of the Frog
Pond in. the Boston Comrmon.
Faul Mauwe Aszociates usually de-
signs residential properties but
also . works on the occasional
equEtrian sk

“It's about crestive expres-
gion," eaid Wolff, ~I
want human lmpaet on
the environment to be
inbegrated o that the
impact is less obvious
and people are ahle to
enjoy it, whether it ke
urhan or naturalistie.”

When a site 2 devel-
oped, Maue said, the
contours of the nd are
forever altered, With-
Ot + knowledge
of tﬁF:ﬂ:;thsiml workd,
water can be contamin-
ated or foundations
could shift, endangeris
those who Hve in the
red,

“In New England you
can't get awmy with
anything becanse the
nﬁthar will come back
and prove W,
Haue]:l smﬂf?‘.‘i'nu can't
cut oorners in the out-
doors." )

Forty-two stales, in-
cluding Maszachusetts,
stipulate that Heensed
landscape -architects
meet wiremnis st
by the. Washington,
0.C.-based American
Bociety of Landscape
Architects,

ASLA vequires that a

TAKES PRIDE IN HER WORK: Lynn Wolff visits Boston's Frog Pond 10 eheck |anSCaps Fenvations. s s ey we fun
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Landscape architects give it shape
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degree in landscape architec-
ture be completed from an ac-
credited program; 60 schools
nationwide offer both under-
graduate and graduate de-
rees,  Coursework  ineludes
esign, environmental seiences
{zuch az geology, topography
and natural proceeses), engin-
eering, mathematics, paycho-
logy, literature and history.
The next step 18 an apprentl-
ceship with a certified land-
geape architect with more than
10 years experience, followed
by a harvowing three-day cer-
tification test. Less than hall of
all applicants pass all zections
the first time around. Individu-
al state: may add sections spe-
gific to their geography —
Maszachuseits has two extras
— but the vearly test iz wvir-
tuslly the same around the
country,
“When applying the services
of & landscape architect,” said
“Hargreaves, chairman of the
landecape architecture depart-
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“Have designs on this career?

' yow're interested i be-
coming & landscapa ac-
chitect, you “should falk

with ehody - In the bus:-

i ness. landscape archi-
tects are more than willing to
digcuss - the  reqgulrements
and knowledge necessary,
whila offering insight inta the

iob. ;
Harvard - Univarsity, = ihe
of Massachu-

University
ment at Harvard’s Graduate
School of Design, “you're deal-
ing with somecne of profes-
sional level and accomplizh-
ment, whoe has the knowledge
to protect the health, safety
and welfare of the public.”

“Anyone who might know
five planis can say, “Well, I'll
do that,’ but it's as complicated
as the ereation of any road or
building. If you make mistakes,

getts. the: Univarshy of:
Hhode feland and Rhode Is-
land . Schoof of Design alf
olfer  landscape archilact o
programs at-eithier the un--=
dergraduale or graduate
lavel. --
More: informaticn can be
found at the Wab tita of the
Armancan Society of Landscape
Architects: whvw.asla.ong.
— JENHIFER A. CLARK

people can get hurt,” he added,

'I'El:j-ut:- i5 alao about pleasing
the senses of the people who
uze the site. By designing open
spaces that are both beautiful
and practical, landscape archi-
tecte  ereate  functional art
gimed at improving the goality
of life. .

A sense of designing for so-
cial significance drives Wolff.
She wants to integrate the his-

tory and culture of the people
with the landecape of Boston's
diverse communities, as she
did with such projects as the
Dudley Town Common and the
Haolborn Street Totlot in Rox-
bury. _

During the projects, com-
munity [n:,'i_'l_lrl%.i WI?J'E_]IE]I!‘l B0
residents could participate in
the process,

Haolborn Street’s neighbor-
hood kids were invited to draw
their favorite things, and these
images were then cut from
steel and wsed in the tot ol
main entrance arch.

The community can not only
pee the playground but ean also
claim to have helped create it to
reflect 1heir cultura.

Landzeape architecture, said
Wolff, "iz not about wzing a
eookie-cutter approach. We're
supposed to design specific to
the place, whether it be urban
ar the wilds, and to the people
whio use it."”

“We're part of the expansion
of human setilement,”  =aid
Hargreaves.
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