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GRAND CENTRAL DISTRICT

This muster plan for more than M blocks surrounding New
Y ork's Grand Central Terminal represants an unprecedanted
revitalization effort, encompassing the redesipn of the district
streatscape, including paving, lght, graphics, sipnage, street
furnishing and strest tree planting, as well a5 the implemen-
tution of a varety of “people programs " —eanitation, escurnty,
gpecial maintenance, puoblie art, tourist greeters, a drop-in
centar and retail'merchandizsing guicdelines—that support the
proposed physical improverments,

The master plan, by architects Beanjamin Thompson &
Assoristes, was mepired by the potential of this bypassed
heart of Mew York's CBI) Tt envigione the distriet as the
"hub”™ of Manhattan, with the erossroads of Park Aveme, the
*Avenue of Green,” and 42nd Street, the “Boukevard of Light,”
and the clvic monaments af the TN, to the east and Lhe New
¥ork Public Library to the west, Through detailed design
recaommendations, the plan seeks to raise the standard of
urban vitality within the district and thereby attract viaitors,
gz well as benefit the millions of Mew Yorkers working,
shopping and strolling through the area,

In secking o strestscape [mage that expreases the inherent
spirtt of the district, Benjamin Thompson & Associates hegan
with extensive analyeis of the district's 14 miles of sidewalk.
Swrveys of underground utilities and surface conditions for
each district block and photo surveys of every building facade
and gidewalk were completed. Special places were idantified
as opportunities for positive intarvention: 41at Street from
Fifth Avenue to Park Avenue, designated as “Library Way™
48rd Street from Lexington Avenue to Tudor City as
“United Nations Way™; and Vanderbilt. Avenue os a "Street
af Cafes."

To streamline the approvals prosess and to test the systame
proposed by the districtwide mester plans, o demonatration
street (4drd Street) was concelved g2 a ton] that would allow
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for the study of design alternatives for the various master-
pan elements in an actual three-dimensional environment,
Upon oity approval of the demonstration streel, B4 design-
development drawings will be completed, with phased con-
struction documentation to follow,

Construction on the illumination of the exteror of Grand
Central, one of the improvements proposed in the plan, is
already underway, and the historic restoration of the viaduet
haa been approved and should be in progress at presstime,
The demonatration district at 43rd Strect ia still under review
by the city. The “gresters” progeam, pulilic entertainments
andd aocial services programs have already been implemented
throughout the district and are vigible gigns of the plan's
intent.

The Grand Central District is an ambitioans plan that repre-
sents & massive undertaking on the park of the people and
businesses the M-block area. To revitalize one of the busiest,
maost divarse districts in the world presented a challenge to
the design team equalled only by the seale of the distriet’s
phyeical dimensions,
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Mlisdel of the entime BiEAHc) revabls shreed-feved relil o sl =e mete
ni@n pronoesls—eghting, plowting and paving.
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