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Landscape as Exhibit:
The Science Park at Montshire Museum

By Diavid Gogedy

hiere are a0y Ways 1o

affer visinars an experience

af sclence aut of diosors,
At the Monshire Mussum m
Morwich, Vermane, we planned
our Scicnce Park, which opened in
July 20002, a5 an exhibar an e own
right. We epnvmsioned the new
FWO-J0TE Space as 3 tramsitional
experience, one that wonld link
the constrocted world of the
roksenkrn b0 the naturl world of
the serrowinding landscape,

Jusar as a Booman atricim could
be seen a5 o garden with walls or 3
lanibseaped room without o roof,
so Soience Park reflect a gpanial
and experiential dualiog e s more
ipety, mare datural, mone subject
to the elements than the museum
bualchings 18 adpoims e, ar the same
timee, 1t i more copstrned, more
contrelled, and more formal than

the natwral areas o which it leads

Visitors young and old enjoy the water stops
the Montshire Museum's new Science Park.

respanse o barses and streams of
TREVVINRE akr, are apt [o nope the
exhibaty rescimbdance o patterns
visthle i neary wand=tomed
frees, Or they may comament, as
one did, thot it locks like water,”
making o basic connecton aboot
atr and water 25 related fud
phenomena

L ¥her exhabits in Science Park
support the intellectoal ransigon
fram absrract mdoor exhibis thar
model namral-wodld belaviar o
the nomuiral world isel. Indoos,
10r INSCANCE, VINIOS Can L"}h|"'|l.'||L'
flvey in the Flosw Tunned exhibit
by moving various-shaped objecs
in & pearty thod under glass and
abierving the resalring streaim-
lines, Duside, in Science Park,
they can plunge thear hands

dircctly o water and soapulate

objects i the winding Rl A few

hundred vards away, on one of our

A path of discovery

The Science Park desapn feam, led by
landscape architect Lynin Wl of
Boston's Copley Wolft Desgn Group,
ond Maonmshire curator of exhibis
Joan Waltermire, planned the new
park o reflect ity rural New England
sefting. The museam sis on 2
dramaric 1 10-acre mracy along the
Conmecticut Fover, the state’s eastern
border. The sculpred landforms thar
shape Science Park, and the narive
materals wilieed throughoue—iwoad,
stone, grante, and plant material—
WLETE l.'I'I'::I‘iEI:I [l |1.|z'r||r‘-|1:|;rr W1ER rI'II.'
larger civer walley and mountan
lnndscape.

In keeping with the manmoomnal

theme, the edges of Science Park were
intentioially Bloreed. Visstors mowve
froan oinipulbating hydraokic devices
i the Bill, a wanding, 250-foor-long
artiticial watercourse, o relixing on g
bench an s riparian foress anmsarne of
when they have left the bulr eswiron-
ment and entered the natural g
Also reflected 1 the design B
Science Park's edocational agenda:
helping visitors o experience thi
patterns and complexines of the nam-
ral warld, Maony nomral processes ane
a0 subtle thar deesr inhersinr beauny
and intricacy can be msed, or ao
cormdon that cunosity about thein s
lowet, Visiears who encounter Med
Fahn's Wind Wall, o 40-foor-high

patiel of shiny steel dnks Auttering in

mterpretve raily, they can watch
water ewmbling amund huge boulders
as it diwws Froant @ natural ook ke
the Connectcut River.

Sowencds i nagure provide another
exarmiple. In the contmlled emdnn-
ment af Mangchime’s IHUET TN,
wisttors can ahserve frops and lisoen
tn recordingy of each speces’ songs
Cratdosrs, those who wonder b
“.l'\-'h "1|'|'I|'I“ CIITIres can grnermee so
muech modse can ey deonabe and
SUTpTIsINg -.'.‘-:pn:rl1!.|¢:1l‘-’- W |fh ACOLSNCS
and resonance in exhibiacs like che
Humimiing Stodaae, the Listening Tube,
atid the Beonant Pessdubom. Then,
farther alomgr the path, visscors can
pavse on a bench beside o nateral
pond to enjov a springtine armphibd-
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The Connectlcut River and surreunding woods and fie

Jik..”

Ids form a backdrop for the

Science Park, seen hore from tho maln museum bullding's tower.

Lessons learned

5o comiplex a project demanded a lot
of patience from the callaborigors,
Some spects of the undertaking
wire clasac landscape design, and
sorne wiere chearly the domain of the
cxhibir destgier, bur most wenz 3
blend of buth, Findang the right
balance proved excepaonally
challenging, especially given the
msecin sty desme for ngomos
Rty ping

Landscape architectone and exhibi
design are disciplines that inherenthe
respect ong anather hut haee little
Expersene workig closely tooethier
[he custormary pactng ansd schedol-
g of a lindscape project ey no
allow time for an exhibic designes
tor adequately test the exhibic aspects
of a2 proposed design. Technical o
cot Banek that arse dunng develop-
ment mav indoce modificadons in
the landscape thar appear o be
benigm—er furn aur o campiise
carefully protoeyped exhibiton
clemenis,

At Montshme, with oor many
antdonr water |;;-.|||_||;_-_x. thett linie
bDetween vIITOr enjoymient and
PaTTICIpanon amd visitor safety. was

difficult o predicr. In several cases,

wi wiere perhaps toe successful with
the former, ai the expense of de
larrer. Generally aperating an the
wstmption that providing mony
degrees of experitvental feedom is a
posiiyve apect of exhiba desgn, we
didn't anticipate that some of our
young visitors wonld God e il
mast enicing as 4 water slide, or thae
decartive boulders in the siream—
mtended for experiments in warer
flow—would inspire people w lesp

across their wet and shppery surfaces

Look, Mom, I'm all wet! A Science Park

visitor baame with delight.

Rather than mmpose miles anad
forhid behavior, we have acempred
o analvze the wisafe behaviors and
redesign those feamres o channel
voungstens’ meerest m ser and more
educationally productve ways, For
example, by adding more cxperinien-
tal devices in the Rill, we have made
it less appealing for body shibing, b
mie enticing for experiniesntal
hydraulic challenges. Fuock hopping
appeared o be, 1o part, a desire o
cross the WAll, and bridges have oo
been added for safer comismgs and

are alfes [o ||II.' ilream :II"'-".'.

i i mnatal season, Soence Mack

was o stunning public snocess,

Visatatson was up by 40 percent
ancd visitor comments were highly
comphmentary. As a tramsttional
pathway, Science Park has mcreassd
the percentage of maseum visitors
wito spend mme on the nanere taik
durmyg the warim season froam
appr wrmately 16 pETEETE B0 ||q;-.'|rl:.'
80 percent. Already, the park hay
recevied extensive regional print
coveragne, a5 well as an article in the
M York Times Travel Section, and
ws feamired in o television special by
s major Mew England staoon,

Lessons learned from our first
surmmer of operation resulted in 2
lorigr Iist of improvements and maodi-
fications, including those mentioned
e Sl given the scale of the
prapect, the list represents a resson-
able level of remediation,

Cluesnons remain w be exploned,
of course, Have visitors o Scicnce
Park increased their ohservation
skills? Are they making more
connectons’ Has CUTIDEITY ETow ne
Fhe museum has it own continuwing
path of ducovery ahead, as these
questions sre answered and Science

Park cononoes to ealve, [l

Lo Croway i3 irector of the Moerehie
Weseraw of Sivene, Nonawce, Vermionf,
e o pformntionn, el the miesemns
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