Another Shade of Green

Clever metaphos am at prowd-
ng nstant gimpses of thee absurd
and fragic was inowhich we e
ordmary e We say the “color
of money” and we think big and
arean, or we say “precen with my”
and we memembe defest and
how our compkesaons faded fooa
gekly hoe. Oty and stale planners
may havwe been influenced by
amilar wisions when, in 1909, they
proposed what seemed ke & ot
tingedge wea & gresn sevated
highway that would resohe the
traffic comgestion that dogged the
heart of Bosion The owerhedd
roacdway, the Contral Artery, wis
moncened together with the Innes
Bel. The 15-miklong Areny
would cary traffic through the
aby, collecting and depositing cars
at 27 different or- and off-ramps
throughout downitcesm, The Inner

Belt would wiap around down-

own, cnoss the Chardes River,
and loop back to Charlestiown,
Traffic congeston would become
& thing of the past

In 1948, & master plan by
thee Massachusetis Department
of Public Woms [MOFW) and
later the Massachusetts Highway
Department finsized the design
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for the two madways and con-
struction ensued. Although the
renal  supersiruchure  woulkd
slash  through  neighborhoods
and urban destrcts, thes dissedtion
w5 not properhy consderad undil
giter the poject’s partal comple-
fiom in 1954, wihen Boston was
left sorely fectured. Bullinch's
ninetesnth-centuny sreel lapoul
perfert Bofinch Tnangle, was
bimken off trom &S apex at Hay
miarket Square, The new clevited
heghwiry imposed gsef &t the
Morth End's front dooe

ihe

Eahan
ard slammed it shut, solating the
neighborhood from its contexbual
city, Eghtesnth- and nineteents-
Hal, Quincy
Market, ana Custom House were
severed from the hstonc neigh-
borhoods ower which they had
once presided. The Whart was
no lonper perceptible despile
Boston's  shorelme, and  the
Fimancial Center's nudeus had
been exploded, | weas only at this
time that the ingenious “m-the
sky super-highweay” was deemed
respansible for the imeparable
destruction that was taking place
Plans for the Inner Bel were
ahandonad soon after,

centey  Faneuil

For decades the Central Aviery separaied
et R F:I'-I.l.tn'rru.l_.';"r.l.'rj e Nortlh End.
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What had begun as a
dream for 4 fransi and wiban-
design plan for Bosion  had
urned into & mightmare. By
1958, regonal taffic,  which
was supposed o travel around
Bestan wvia the unwealzed Inner
Balt, instead passed over the
new Central Areny, The trathc
flow had not been resclved,
Instead it was compounded with
high car volumes, As many as
75,000 vehicles, passed through
the downtown daily on an ele-
vated highway that was onginaly
desgned io inner-aty standards;

By 1982, the fraffic |pad
had prown fom 75000 1o
150,000 vehices a day, and
thee Artery had grown phisicaly
and culturally more oppressve
than ever before, st imagne,
the: greatest "green monstes” n
Beaton, 30 feel up in the sky
emitting  foxins - and  obsinuct-
Mg everytheng in reach of n
viesw, Below if, nothing but dark
shade, an inert swath where
pedestrians  stumbled  through
their exhausied and nuptured city,
Thank heavens the Oty of Boston
sef the whesls in mobon again
end began planning for another
new and improved transit plan
The idea to sink the Cenial
Artery below ground  surfaced
aong with a third Harbor tunnel
from  South Boston to Logan
Alfport and fwn NEw  connec-
tor bridpes. The new highway
problem became known as the
Central Arfery/Tunnel Prosect

The Massachusetts and
federal emironmentsl agences,
i conjunction with MOPW and
the Ciy of Boston, agreed to a
fand ratio of 75 percent open
space, 25 perent develop-
able space long the Cormdor
and incorporated this into the
projects  egal  envronmental

commiiments. The proportions
of open 1o buildable areas were
denved from prefrmunary tunnel
load analses that  avoided
haghly engineered or costly
strengthenang solutions and from
dean-air-nghts  standards =8t
for the Oty & a whole, Boston
zoning codes were also drafted,
specifiing  allowable  densities,
heshis, and wes for the result-
ing surface parcels, 27 aoes in
fotal. In 1987, after several years
of emveossmental impact repors
and wiable sohtions, Congress
finally approved the Central
Adtery,/Tunnel Project’s $5-tallion
funding for a project that would
feke eight years to compkete
Boston must have hesved &
preat sigh of relief,

The Boston Redevekop-

ment  Authonty  (BRA), the
Boston Sodety of Anchitecs
(B54), and rmencwned  urban

desipners and landscape archi-
tects offered concepiual ideas
and design guidelines for the
Certral  Artery/Tunnel's  surface
plan.  Consistently, the pans
considered the Arery as & coher-
ent site, while addressing the
distinct character and needs of
the warious neghborhoods and
districts it towched. Scale, public
amenities and OpEn  SPECES
reconnecions o histoncal stress
pattems and architechure, and a
reencounter with the waderront
came to the fore, Plans ranged
from & "green boulevard” algned
by an intentional urban and civic
expenence to denser schemes
that exceeded the 75 percent)
25 percent agreement and pro-
posed alfernating dty sgquares
with  commercial restail
spaces of public housing and
public amenties. At this point,
the base recommendations tor

and

tuninel loads mitially provided by



the City's engineers and MO
werz challenged m ander 1o pro-
vide sounder whan-design’ solu-
iz and a rore liveble dby.

To follow  up,  Mavor
Fiynin's - Bostion 2000 Fan for
ihe Central Arfery was |szoed
in 1841, As the outcome of a
commuraty dnd consensus pro-
cess, the plan stipulated the new
yision for Boston's surface once
the Arery has been pounded
betow the ground. The wishes
of the pecple who ived amnd
played here wene considensd
paramount  The concemns of
Commnity, ouilure, CoMmmEToe,
family Iie, and =ocety a= a
whole were finaly presantsd
as part of the core agenda. The
econdmac witality of dosntown;
the-quality amd character of apen
spaces, stieets; and  buildings:
and thee notion that this renewal
i% for all who have ived here to
equally share *sodally, politically
end culturally™ became the new
founding principles by which
phnness,  architects, andscape
architects, and arists would pra-
pose new urban-design ideas for
Baston's future.

In - kesping with the enw-
ronmental acts, zoning codes,
gl the Boston 2000 Man,
the City has gone through et
another public planning exercise,
in 2000, the Boston Cendral
Amery Comdar  Master  Plan
was completed with the expert
advise of designers and constitu-
ency groups such as the BRA,
the Artery Business Commithes
(ABC), the Massachusetts Turn-
pike Authonty (MTA), the proj
e01's local sponsor, and Mayar
Menino's Central Artery Comple-
fion Task Force. The master
plan retars the 75 percent! 25
percent ratio and  establehes
further dessn suidelines: along
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the comdar. Such elements as
“pEssve or acive uses, circulation,
planting, pawving, waber, g,
and art," to mention a few, ae
spedfied per individual parcel,
Three major neighborhoods and
distnicts slong the Coridor have
been addressed: the MNaorh End,
the ‘Whatf, and the Chematown
and Lesther distias.  Yet how
these new sibes and program
uses will comcde with the rou-
troe  lifestyles - of people lhing
here s 5l not dearly-fest. 3im-
plistic park solufions cannot teka
the place of entire communities
that have been displaced over
and over Again,

Today the Morh End &
ricidled with tunnel entry and exit
points and ventilabion® buildings.
Fesidents - object o bemg  =ur-
rounded by either twnnel-ramp
wastelands or mediooe  retail
development  solufions
and are petiioning for afford-
able housing and & cammunity
center instead. Realistically. no
developer will fund capping the
ramps for a puohc project in
place of highend condos o a
hotel As appeasement for the
poor planning the cammunity
i5 bemg allctted three acres of
open space for 8 new neighbar-
hood pak—a prety place o call
its o, 1o lessen the pain and
pase the blow in the Whar Dis-
fnct, whste-collar residents have
acvocated for an urban arbore-
tum on- their mmp. parcel, but
i echange for this benef thisy
are being bombanded with a plan
for a full-blown tounst atiracion
complebe with wates works and
carcusels, in Chinatown, the land
beinig retumed o the residants &
& mers sler mon Dpen space
and . housing . are  despersiely
needed. A large portion of the
community doss nol speak Eng-

and
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fish and cannot be heard. As waith
any public process, the burésu-
cracies swoked sat the tone for
the problem within given poliical
and economic constraints while
doing their best 1o listen o the
pleas of the pubbc. The process
Faas Deeny @rcuscurs for everyane,
Eleven years after the pro-
ecfs gmundbreaking—after 13
million cubsc yards o soil have
been moved and 5146 hillion
speni—Boston 1= Degpng 1o eel
change. The Ted Williams Tunnel
and the Leversft Circle Brdge
have been constructed, and riow
the werld's widest cable-stayed
bridge—Eoston’'s . new - northem
pateway, the Zakim Bunker Hill
Brdge—iz  nearing  completion,
The new  sunken epressaay
will bee firushed by 2004 and the
elevated Cenral Arteny will finally
be part down to st By 2006,
pedesinians will stroll freely along
the new open-space cormdor.
While Wwe may never know
b what degres the inspirations
for Boston's physical and socisd
trarsdormations. over the years

hawve been metaphoncal ideo-

Ingical, and political in origin, we
are faced with outcomes that are
resal, The City's planning hardships

confinug, and the 5sues among
the pmijects lkeaders, design-
ers, and the commumity remain
mcongneent. A great amaunt of
money, bme, and energy has
been expended on the debale
owver Boston's new face, And
althenigh this process might send
our minds inta thinking the grass
greener  esewhers,
ultrately  our  human  nature
longs for the grass o be green
nght here, al home; As part of an
urban-design and social problem

i5  always

that s Beeby to present itself only
gnce i o |ifefime, the Central
Artery prosect confronts us with
the responsibility o wessly sow
thie seeds of changse as wel as
a iremendous
create a “ving green” nght o our
own frontyard, m

lang Bellalo & profect omd
scape arohiecs wiih Copley Wallf
Demign Group in Boston

oppariummy o

CORRECTION: Two photo credits
were omitted - lssee 11 The
photograph of Ann Mullins and
Mark lohnson on Fage 42 15
by Paul Abdoo of Denver, and
Michas! Shopenn of Denier s
responsible for all of the photo-
praphs of Commons Parc




