LAND MATTERS = &
LETTERS + 7

HiIFPRAPF = 12

A olimhily drvegalar foeok af e v
roderoortiy, Edited by Allen Fresman
PLANTE + 18

Plants on the Web

Infarmsation wnarces for planting desipn
By Don Brigham, Ir., ASLA
DETAILS » 24

Stainless and Shimmering

T Do, sieed soulpiures siiggest aspen frees.

By Catherine Widgoery

DESICN » 28

Trail of Years

Urer sex o o holf conrtenrtious decades, the
Narober Traoe Parbroay REATT AR,
By Chris Fordney

DEPART

ECOLOGY = 34

Of Salmon, Soil, and
Stormwater

Mear Seattle, inrovelive wier of an orirle
wdler iy, By Kim Sorvig
PLANNING = 40

Pragmatic Partnerships
Fhe Missrssipipr River Greentuay i1 @ minded
Jew pards pannrg,

By Frank Edgorton Martin
TECHNOLOOY * 48

Bridges That “Fit"

Dhesspereneg bridges Sl Tiit 1eiv Siermodnidr g
Bl ewstrnerenially and gectbetinaiiu

By lomas Sipes, ASLA .
FRACTICE » 52

Do Well Doing Good

8o s ot oo stavd @ owpredie? Ko

SR ETINRAT e Al eninirre do A anal ohar
metfallt fen mooed. By Allen Fresman

Frawuany 2009 | 3 | Landscape Archileciu

The proposed Hbes
Wemmay Qe in
downtowm Bost

o e J,zlr f
thies mode| supgosts

M E NT 3

SHARED WIispomMm = 76
Sharp Focus, Blurred
Boundaries

The landuepe photography of Len Jenshel
By Him Sorvig

BOOKES « BO

PRODUCT PROFILES » 94
BUYER'SE GUIDE INDEX + 95
DISPLAY AD INDEX * 113

CRITIC AT LARGE * 116

"
Who Owns the Rose
Kennedy Greenway?
Barfan s atterait fo frnd “comesson grovnad”
By Alax Ulam

ON THE COVER Crtheriers Widpery's frve
5 .'.ll:l'h'.'.ln"._l_.'\;.-\{: ] |-.|q,||.' L".':|'|I'_-hl..|.¢'\\|;.:ll|l|" l'l_l
Lvmalsompe avobvtects ot Crevien, Tn .I:"I'I.l'l'.!r.-]'l'.'.'.'l'

v Sttt vy



o o

Critic at

il

1
N

rge

5
i)

esigners gecting ready o design che Bose

Keninedy Gresnway above Boston's Big

Dig face o daunting challenge. It is

among the nation's most emotionally
scarred properties. In the 1950s, the “Green Snake,”
an immense elevared section of 1293, was forced
through downrown Boscon, swallowing o huge
chunk of real estate, More chan 200000 peoglé lost
cheir hesmes, and moeh of the cipy was cur off feom is
witterfonmnt,

Thanks mo the Big Dig, which has ballooned in-
o the councry’s larpese public works propec, che
Green Sninke anll 1:||:|.u||3.-' b ton doswn sometime in
2005, and 1-93 will be buried ina high-tech runnel.
But che Big Dig irself has become p conerowversial
project. Stnce che early 1990, ir has cronsformed
much of downtown Boston into a construction
zone; it 5 seven vears behind schedule and about 59
billion over bad et

The seon-to-he baile Sﬁﬁﬂwn}'ﬁm.ﬂd b Boston's
reward for endunng che disnupove effects of both the
Big Diig and the Green Snake, Politicians and plan-
ners hive described the preenway as o place of "heal-

Who Owns the Rose Kennedy Greenway?

Boston's attempt to find “common ground.” BY ALEX ULAM

ing” and “reconnecting.” And the sice 15 supposed m
accomplish everything from memorializng lost edh-
ni¢ neighborhoods o revitlizing downoown and
provacing 51u|.‘:l|:i|.' [rks.

Bur novwy, as the Big Dig nears completan, Bosoo-
MiARs cannor even agree on words oo describe what s
supposed oo be raking place on the greemway, an
oversized median seop more chan o mile long;, which
will be shiced by City streees into 23 separare lesis,
“Calling it che Rose Kennedy Greenway is an abom-
inacion,” says Chosmopher Fincham, vice presidens of
the Borfore Frforseer, o newslecter devited o Brsgon's - -
infrstruceure. “Te's going to be o shock when it Many maps of the soon-to-be-bullt Rose Kennedy Greenway emphasize
comes through,” Fincham says. “People are looking  the color green, But plans call for only eight to nine acres to be developed
for big parks, but chese are small patches of green,”  as parks. Sidewalks, mixed-use developments, bullding frontages, and

Uneer seate low, 75 pefcent af che Mhacres was sup-  three extremaly large groonhouses will comprise the rest of the 30 acres,
prsed to be preserved as “open space.” A January 2001 top. The “Green Snake,” a physical and visual barrer that currently cuts
Lamdnape Archinazsor aricle explored the burgeoning off downtown Boston from much of its waterfront, is shown above.
clehate over what wes dorually meane by the term “open

space.” Since then, the conflice over how the greenway shoold be two separate qualifying competitsons foe different segmenss of

designed and who should ultimately control it bas igniced a polis-  ehe park parcels, which, & it nums our, wall conssiture anly eight
ical firestormn thar has implicarions for sevenal prominent kand- ey niine acees of che greenway: The resc of che open space 18 being
scape wrehitecture firms, couneed as sidewalles and, on seveml parcels, greenhouses opessr-

This st fall, the Massachusers Tumpike Auchonty, thestate  ed |y the Masachosects Horeiculosal Socsery. The winners of
apency charged with developing the greenway's 30 acres, hosted  the pares’ competimions, EDAW for the  (Contrmea’ o Page | 14)

Landreape Archetectwre | 116 FERRUARY T&DN



Critic at large

FComtiresd from Pape 1 16) segment in
Brsron's Wharf Thistrice, and ehe Wallace
Floyd Design Growp for che Mordy End
prarks, were announced lare last vear, The
winning firms actually coulbd begin de-
signing sometinme enrly this venr—rthat i,
if the whole design process doesn't derul.

W hide there ure plency of grand ideas for
thee ks, a5 wedl as a $3 1-million design
and constructon budpger, no agency has
been identitied and no money has been
froune] oo psxinaen chem once they are
builr. Many say cher these crivical ques-
tions have to be answened before the design
process can begrin, “What hasn't been ad-
diressed 5 who masnming the parks,” says
Hubserr Murray, an archirecs who is a con-
subtane to the: Arery Business Commiroee,
a promenent assoczaton of neighboring
basinesses. “Ir has been peoven in parks all
over the world dhat you need d high level
of maintensnce m keep a poshlic space from
derenomaring inoo delinguency and desola-
oom,” Murray says, Parcher, be mainmmins
thiar withoue more ol an inclusive disous-
ston imvidving the ciny’s differene commi-
mties and nEghborhoods, ic s unclear
whar kinds of parks Bosron really wants.

Adding ro the confusion isan efforr by
city officinls and ssate legislators m sop
the Turnpike Aucharity of its role overses-
ing the preenway's development. “If the
process wene differene and we could be in-
volved in it more imneimarely now—ir
would be less painful laer,” says Marlk
Manboney, director of che Bosmon Bedevel-
opment Authonty (ARA) Maloney lam-
basts the Tumpike Authoricy for being
secretve and says thor his agency (BRA)
does not have an adesquate role in the de.
sign process. Lare last vear, he wos in the
process of developing legislacion char
wimld crente p special erust to both overses
the parks’ design and ke charge of their
management once they are buile. "Ics
preterable and its possible” thar the Tam-
pibae Auchoricy will be relieved of its mle
in the design process, says Maloney.

Pred Yalouns, manager of Anchitectun:
and Urban Design for the Tumpike Au-
thoriry, defends his agency agsinsr a choms
of criticism chat it hasn't conducred a thoe-
ough encugh public discussion shot the
parks. Yalouris says char wich the impend-
ity compdenion of the Big Dig, the Au-

thoriry had ro take acnien. “There sn'e any
time m sitamund fiddling with the design
process,” he sy, adding dhet o manage-
ment structure and & masneensnce bodgee
frar the: parks can be wordosd out a a barer
dlare. Purcher, Yalouwris seys thie becase of
the: mnny stakeholders: mvolved, induding
the state, che ciry, the busimess commumity,
the: evironmenmml ommunicy, and neigh-
bars, he doesn't think “that any single
group will ger whar dhey wane.”

But many say that Yalours's agency has
neither adequare money noe the expertise
to properly build che high-qualsry acriviey-
pescheind parks thar Bostem has been
promised, “Would you have the Tumpike
Aurhoeiry as the responsible agency foe re-
vitnlizing the Boston Common?" says
Jersld Enyden, sssociare professor of ur-
ban planining ar the Harvard Graduste
School of Design. “They ame noc parks

“They are not parks peaple;
youu showledn't have a bightoay
agency responsible for design.”

people; you shouldn't have a highway
ngency responsible for design.”

The: Tumpike Authoricy’s #31-million
parks budget isn't enough to build ameni-
ries such as the covic and culnual facilicies
that wen: ervisionid o 201 mascer
plan for the greenway, says Richrd Dimi-
no, president of the Amery Business Com-
mutiee, ~[nicinl efforrs to do an estmare
coming ot of the master plan—uwe were
lnoking ar numbers closer o $45-350
million just to conscruce,” says Dimine,
whio was a mermber of the 2001 master
plin commirtee. He maneaing that ehe
Turnpike Auchorioy's currene budger will
only allow a “slightly berter than rmodest
kandscape approach m the open spaces "

Mayoral appointees charged wich
studying the greemway’s development al-
s envision the parks as regional destina-
tions boaded widh artractions, bur they say
that they too are concerned abour fund-
ing. "It i going tocost & bot of maney oo
maintain the eighr acres of open space,
because to make ic really work you hove
1 i de,” says Robert Tuchman,
cochair of the mayor's Central Artery
Completon Task Force, “Thar means
having a skareboard competitaon, an or-
granized model sasling boar compenrinn,

fendivape Arebhirprrore | 334 | PERRUARY 2003

and bringring children o the sice toun-
derssand the history that went an chere,”

Given the questions abowr dhe adequacy
o the Thurnpike Authoriny's parks budper,
ther: hes bern much discussaon shout
PIVIEE-SECTOT ITVESTITENT I CONGORCTIon,
park programming, and maintenance. The
Artery Busimess Commirmes hes hired is
own group of designers, and it is resdy o
help rescue cashesmrapped state ond cicy
agenwies with ickss about firancing and
mainegenance, *“The private secoor bas m be
svobved to make this viable," sys Dimino,
who wanes to see the parks developed with
culrural and civic activities roentiven chem
atter durk and durmg inclement weather If
the prerks are just beft with landscaping,
Diinvin siys, “the possibility exists thar the
space will become unpopulated and wnder-
utilized, and we will have kst the opporm-
niry to Creste a comiman ground, g

desrinarion, and the oppomenity o soach
the ciry back mgecher again.”

My huve mued feelings sbour
private-sector svolvernent. T hope thar
then: ane some really cresrive peogple and
st peuple with deep pockess,” says
Cynchia Smich. foemer presidens of the

Bexton Sooety of Londscape Architects,
wh alay parriciguted in the 2001 master
plan process. Bur Smich casrions abour
rmakeng compromises, '] dhink thar we
[lanchscape architeces] have to be sophistion-
eid and engage ina dizlogue with city
bunbders und architeots and business people
o firncd et wohar el ernche-offs are, ™ she: says,
adding char it is important dar there are
safegrunrds o progect the public ingerest.

Edfrires eo estublish an independent gov-
erning body for the greenway have not
b reassuning o COMMUNICY activiss,
whic are concerned thas the parks” pablic
aspect could be compromised by = poyemn-
play” acoivities. Last summer, stare legisla-
tors artempted o put a special crust in
control of the design process. The pro-
posed |egislanon quickly wilted amid
charges chat ic would create & politcally
unaccounable patronage mill,

The legislarion would have in effece pri-
vatieed the parks, says Shicley Kressel, vice
presaclent of the Alliunce of Boston Neigh-
barhonds, noting thae it woukd have given
rhe truse the aurhoricy to coneeol access, as
well as disallowing che righe of publsc as-
sembly. Kressel, who i o professional lund-
soape architece, s suspicious of new
artempes eo establish u trust. “IF the truse



§ e, it would be o geoed communicy,
ohe v, “We wanr to be s chat ehwnes o
il haracter It's not abowr g place
where svervone wans m o, buta place

w T STVONE G Er— e e e |l|||.:u'|-:

A noeher controversinl aspect of thar
proposed legmbanion wis ehar the trse
wiostled have been in charge of g special
amsessment dstnct thae womibd iseve in-
cludded both che greenway’s development
pearcels and the parks

Blur sorne siy that the pevare secror can
nlay o pavotal mole without ceding public
:_u||r|'||l We camnos hene o place contmlled
by prvvate secunty bem—ihas is inberendy
unchermoe pare—boe this doesn' |'I'l1|UlJl.'

L I'Irl\a'.l Ny winhin Che CLDmeT Sinicnae for i
bererment distoce,” sns Muirmy,

Seill, for ehe Bose Bennedy Crreensay m
b & successtul cvic space, lnndscape archi-
rects are poing e bave oo look beyond e
desigen requiremnents of whatever particular
agency or tust they end up wodking for,
Murmy says. "Public design is a political
process, sl the profession b distand el ie-
self from podites of any descripteon except
che pragmarics of political wheelmg and
denleng,” he sy, nocing chue freguently
the profssion & oo focused on simply do-
mg the job i che most expedeent imannes
“The result i chur we |'||-.|m-r.rl'. o a
public space thar 15 eicher dominaced by
e or by pubdic archsteceure thar is
dimbed down,” he says.

Civic engapement assde, ot leist ungil o
politcal process mone mclusive of Bosson’s
|'.v||w-:'r||n:|-:| r% 15 worrkeed] oo  CHERIpTIOTS o
the Bose Kennedy Greenway could be
making frequent enps back: o therr dramwe-
img fubsdes "AT soeme pmne they an going
neex] £o get a peemit from this ageno—
they are going o have m pass desipn ne-
view, says Malonsof the BRA. 7T don’

Lk oy e i ehe posicion wheee [ only cri-
ogjue & design, 1'd marher be par of the
process oo heve it designed aght. Buc i
push comies o shove and all tha we have o
gy ahonat ehis 15 whae we think of the end
resule before we permur ic, we wall do chat
And we will hold the designers pnd Tim
pake Auherity toa very high seandard, as |
think everyone would expect s o, LA

Ao [ e fr o freelooce fammafist s tewined
ettty v prchitecinre and denign for feebli-
a1 Merropolis merpazive, Wired
aaperzrae. The Mational Pest of Canida, s

The Mew York Observer

Looking forward to the
March issue of

Landscape Architecture...
which features:

lcons Revisited
In the first in a series of “loons Reviseted,” we take a Ik
at the Mill Creek Eartbuorks profect in Kent, Washington,
wilich twas designed by Hevhert Bayer in the 19805,

The Milwaukee Musoum of Art's
wete garden by Dan Kiley stavids a5 connterfpain to the
Bigh prafile design af the musesom itself.

MlilwaLibes
Museum of Art

The ASLA award winner, Eil's Pond Park, serves as an
onvtelonr clusiroont to o fow-fucome convmunity in New York
City; sewimming pools that are deansed by plants rather thaw
chemicaly; schools teaching skills for budlding landicapes;

a planner and laveyer at the Harvard Graduate School of
Design who bas stadied bow well wrban plazas fn New York
City serve the commmunity; and move..

We welcome your ldeas and thoughts for future sswes.
Please e-mall Bill Thompson, Editon,
at bthompson@asia.org, or Lisa Speckhardi
at lspeckhardt@asia.org.



